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i  PETER  iv.  8. 

Above  all  T^h^tgs^  have  fervent 
Charity  among  yourf elves  ;  for 
Charity  pall  cover  the  Multitude 
of  Sins . 

H  E  Duty  of  Charity,  on  thefe  and 
B  the  like  Occafions,  has  been  recom- 
mended  and  enforc’d  in  Lights  vari¬ 
ous  as  the  Objedts  and  Degrees  of  it :  But 
my  Text  lee  ms  to  open  a  diftindt,  yet 
comprehenfive,  View  of  this  Virtue,  in  a 
Profpedt  wide  and  beautiful,  which  at  length 
lofes  itfelf,  and  terminates  in  the  Heavens. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  difcourfe  on  thefe 
Words,  it  may  not  be  improper,  as  they 
have  been  interpreted  different  ways,  to  give 
a  clear  and  plain  Senfe  of  them :  Which  we 
lhall  do  with  all  Deference  and  Candour 
towards  thofe  from  whom  we  diflent,  left 
we  fhould  feem  to  do  Violence  to  that  very 
Charity  which  we  propofe  to  recommend 
- Now, 

i.  Thefe  Words  have  been  underftood  to 
amply  that  the  Perfon  endow’d  with  this 
Virtue  will,  by  a  gentle  Deportment  in  a  Life 

unblameable. 
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unblameable,  avoid  many  Sins  which  thofc 
that  are  Strangers  to  it  are  apt  to  fall  into. 
This  is  highly  agreeable  to  the  whole  Tenour 
of  Scripture  Doftrine,  which  enjoins  us 
*  to  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  Lives  tn  all 
Godlinejs  and  Honejly .  But  as  this  holds 
equally  true  of  him  that  is  adfuated  by  the 
Virtues  of  Faith  or  Hope,  it  evidently  falls 
iliort  of  the  Apoftle’s  Senfe,  whilft  he  is 
aflerting  the  Duty  of  Charity  with  a  Prefe¬ 
rence  to  all  others. 

2.  They  have  been  thought  to  fignify 
that  Charity  will  induce  us  to  overlook  and* 
forgive  the  Faults  of  other  Men,,  without 
palling  a  fevere  judgment  and  rigid  Cenfure 
upon  them.  This  alfo,  it  muft  be  confefs’d, 
is  Scripture  Language,  whilft  St.  Paul,  in 
his  much-admir’d  Defcription  of  Charity, 
tells  us,  §  it  jujfereth  long  and  is  kind \  is  not 
eajily  provok'd ,  and  thinketh  no  Evil .  Ac¬ 
cording  to  that  of  the  Wife  Man,  thaf 
4-  Hatred  jlirreth  up  Strifes ,  but  Love  cover- 
etb  all  Sins .  Now,  tho’  this  be  alfo  truef 
yet  fuch  a  cold,  dry  Interpretation  of  the 
Words  feems  to  differ  from  the  full  Senfe 
and  Warmth  of  them,  as  much  as  the 
Difpofition  of  the  Mind  does  from  the 
Exercife  of  it ;  or,  in  ftrider  Language,  as 
much  as  the  Habit  does  from  the  ACr. 
Mutual  Benevolence  is  the  Ample  Principle 

upon 

*  i  Tirngii,  s.  §  l  Con  xiii*  4,  5.  f  Prov,  x.  12. 
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upon  which  Chriftianity  is  built :  Is  it  then 
to  be  conceiv’d  that  the  Author  of  this 
Epiftle  fhou’d,  after  other  Things  fet  in 
Order,  elevate  his  Stile,  and  prefs  home 
with  Apoftolical  Authority  in  Language 
adopted  by  both  *  St.  Paul  and  f  St.  James 

on  the  moftfolemnOccafiorrs,and  command _ _ 

fome  Man  may  alk,  What ? — What ! — Why, 
that  we  fhould  have  that  common  Humanity 
which  will  make  us  forgive  and  pafs  by  the 
Infirmities  andMiftakes  of  others  3— a  Leffon 
which  Nature  itfelf  might  have  taught  us, 
tho’  we  had  never  been  bleis’d  with  Apojlo- 
lical  InftruCtion. 

3.  Others  imagine  the  Words  to  fignify, 
that  it  we  continue  to  exercife  that  intense  § 
fervent  Charity,  by  which  we  lote  no  Op- 
portunity  of  making  the  World  the  better 
tor  us;  the  Virtue  that  foars  to  fuch  an  exalted 
Pitch  (hall  cover,  or  blot  out,  (for  fo  to  cover 
fignifies  in  Scripture  Phrafe)  a  Multitude  of 
Sins ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  the 
Guilt  of  them  fhall  never  be  imputed  to  us. 
Thus  the  Wife  Man  tells  us,  j  The  merciful 
Man  does  good  to  his  own  Sou /$  and  our 
Saviour,  that  ||  BleJJed  are  the  Merciful ,  for 
they  fhall  obtain  Mercy .  This  Senfe  then 
implies  a  itrong  and  hearty  Defire  of  doing 
good,  upon  a  fteady  and  lively  Expectation 

B  of 


*  Col.  iii.  14.  f  James  y.  20,  §  dydirm  iKtivii* 

t  Pro,  <vx i,  17,  j]  Matt .  v.  7. 
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of  the  Reward  promis’d  upon  the  Conditions 
prefcrib’d,  namely,  that  our  Chanty  Jhall  blot 
out  the  Multitude  of  Sins ;  which  is  a  Confider- 
ation  full  of  Comfort  to  fuch  a  Creature  as 
Man,  confcious  of  Guilt  which  he  cannot 
expiate,  and  befet  with  Temptations  which 
he  knows  not  how  to  avoid ;  haunted  with 
fevere  Refledions  on  what  is  paft,  and  which 
he  fears  will  be  aggravated  by  what  is  to 
come ;  from  which  if  he  could  hope  to  be 
delivered,  he  would  purchafe  that  Freedom 
with  a  great  Price  j  to  obtain  which,  the 
Apoflle  commands  us,  in  the  Text,  above  all 
Things ,  to  have  jervent  Charity  among  our - 
[elves ,  for  Charity  [hall  cover  the  Multitude 
of  Sins . 

The  Words  thus  explain’d,  contain, 

I.  A  folemn  Injundion  of  an  indifpenfible 
Duty :  Above  all  Thingsy  have  jervent 
Charity  among  yourfelves . 

II.  The  Motive  to  excite  us  to  the  Obfer- 
vance  of  it :  For  Charity  Jhall  cover  the 
Multitude  of  Sins, 

Now,  whoever  confiders  the  Nature  of 
the  Injundion,  muft  think  the  Eafinefs  of 
it  enhances  the  Value  of  the  Bleffings  it 
confers*  For  what  fo  agreeable  to  Human 
Nature  as  to  do  good  Offices  to  fuch  as  ftand 
in  need  of  them  ?  So  clofe  is  the  Connedion 

between 
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between  Beneficence  and  Self-Love,  that  to 
be  charitable  and  kind  is  an  Indulgence  to 
our  natural  AffeCtions,  which  ftrongly  pro¬ 
voke  us  to  commiferate  the  Afflictions  and 
relieve  the  Wants  of  other  Men  ;  by  remind¬ 
ing  us,  that  if  their  Cafe  was  ours,  we 
fhould  defire  no  lefs  from  them.  Our 
Heart  fmites  us,  and  our  Flefh  creeps,  when 
Spectacles  of  Mifery  prefent  themfelves  to 
us,  and  he  that  is  not  moved  with  Pity  on 
fuch  Occajiom ,  becomes  himfelf  the 
unworthy  ObjeCt  of  the  good  Man’s  Pity 
and  Compaffion.  It  is  in  this  Part  alone  that 
our  Nature  feems  to  have  efcap’d  the  general 
Corruption  at  the  Fallot  Mankind;  for  here 
our  AffeCtions  and  Propenfions,  which  in  all 
other  Cafes  retard  or  thwart  our  Duty,  in 
this  ftrongly  excite  us  to  the  Performance  of 
it.  And  tho’  a  morofe  *  Philofopher  of  the 
laft  Age  endeavour’d  to  perfwade  the  World, 

B  2  from 

*  See  Hobbes's  Leviathan,  Parti.  Chap.  XIII.  p  6r 
where  fpeaking  of  mutual  Diffidence  in  a  State  of  Naturet 
he  exprefly  fays,  “  From  this  Diffidence  of  one  another,  there 
4<:  is  no  Way  for  any  Man  to  fecure  himfelf  fo  reafonable  as 
^  Anticipation,  i.  e.  by  Force  or  Wiles  to  mailer  thePerfons 
of  all  Men  he  can  fo  long  till  he  fee  no  other  Power  great 
"  enough  to  endanger  him.”  See  iikevvife  Hobbes  de  Give, 
Chap.  IX.  Se£t.  3,  “  Every  Man  is  an  Enemy  to  every  Man, 

“  he  neither ferves  or  obeys? ’—And  again.  Chap.  XIIL 

Se£t.  7.  “  The  State  of  Commonwealths  among  them¬ 
felves  is  Natural ,  that  is  Hojlile\ — and  tho’  they  ceafe  to 
fight,  yet  this  Intermiffion  muft  not  be  call’d  a  Peace,  but 
a  Breathing-Time,  during  which  each  Enemy,  obferving 
the  Motions  and  the  Countenance  of  the  others,  rates  his. 
**  Security,  not  by  Covenants,  but  by  the  Strength  and 
“  Btfgns  of  his  AdverfaryA* 
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from  fome  unlucky,  disjointed  Obfervations 
on  Human  Nature,  that  Men,  as  fuch,  are 
Enemies  to  one  another,  and  are  inclin’d,  to 
prey  upon  their  own  Species,  (a  Degree  of 
Savagenefs  beyond  that  of  Tygers  and  W olves) 
and  that  nothing  hinders  a  continual  Warfare, 
but  the  Intereft  they  hare  in  the  Compact 
enter’d  into  for  the  Prefervation  of  Society  : 
Yet,  furely,  to  overthrow  the  Falfhood  of 
this  Pofition,  intended  for  a  Foundation  of 
Confequences  as  mifchievous  as  the  Principle 
is  unnatural,  it  is  fufficient  to  appeal  to  every 
Man’s  Bread,  whether  he  does  not  feel  a 
ftrong  Sympathy,  an  unaccountable  Didurb- 
ance,  at  the  Appearance  of  a  miierable  Ob¬ 
ject,  nay,  even  at  the  hearing  of  a  tragical 
Story,  wherein  he  is  no  way  concern’d  ;  nay, 
when  he  is  apprized  that  the  whole  Repre- 
fentation  is  aFidtion,  yet  will  it  extort  a  Sigh, 
a  Tear,  even  againd  the  Bent  of  our  Wills, 
and  the  Affiftance  of  our  Reafon,  And  as 
it  is  obferv’d  that  the  more  generous  and  noble 
the  Mind  is,  the  more  fufceptible  it  is  of 
thefe  nice  and  delicate  Impreflions;  we  are 
ftrongly  prejudic’d  in  favour  of  thofe  where 
they  are  mod  confpicuous.  The  Pradlice  of 
Clemency,  of  Courtefy  and  Kindnefs,  do,  at 
fird  Sight,  and  without  any  Deliberation, 
recommend  themfelves  to  our  Approbation 
and  Applaufe.  It  needs  no  Art  to  recom¬ 
mend  it,  no  Ornaments  to  fet  it  oft,  or 
Panegyric  to  gain  it  Refpedt,  As  Symetry 

to 
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to  the  Eye,  or  Harmony  to  the  Ear,  fo  does 
the  Reprefentation  of  it  imprefs  an  immedi¬ 
ate  Pleafure  on  the  Mind.  And,  as  if  our 
Nature  wholly  confided  in  the  Exercife  of 
it,  it  has  gain’d  the  Title  of  Humanity : 
And  the  Difpofition  from  whence  it  proceeds, 
in  our  Language,  by  an  Idiom,  we  are  told, 
not  to  be  parallel’d  in  any  other,  is  diled 
*  Good-Nature ;  which,  perhaps,  being  the 
natural  Growth  of  our  own  Soil,  raifes  in  us 
a  more  endearing  Affedion  towards  the 
Perfon  blefs’d  with  it,  than  without  it  the 
greated  Advantages  and  mod  refin’d  Qualities 
can  do.  We  may  admire  the  Extent  of 
one  Man’s  Knowledge,  the  Acutenefs  of  a 
fecond’s  Difcernment,  or  the  Fire  and  Live- 
linefs  of  Imagination  in  a  third  :  We  may 
be  dazzl’d  by  the  Great  Man’s  Splendor,  or 
fear  his  Power :  But  nothing  fo  melts  us  into 
Love  as  Courtefy  and  Good-Nature.  The 
Man  blefs’d  with  this  happy  Temper,  is  him- 
felf  a  Blefling  to  all  about  him :  He  is  a 
Councellor  to  the  Weak,  a  Comforter  to  the 
Sick,  and  a  Father  to  the  Poor,  Solomon 
compares  him,  in  the  Richnefs  of  an  Eaftern 
Writer’s  Defcription,  to  f  the  Tree  of  Life , 
extending  his  Branches  to  thofe  that  fly  to 

him 

*  Note,  It  is  impoffible  to  tranflate  the  Word  Good-NatuKs 
into  Trench ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  there  is  no 
Word  in  any  other  Language  which  exatlly  correfponds 
with  this. 

f  Prov,  xii  30. 
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him  for  Shelter,  carting  a  Shadow  to  refrefli 
the  Weary,  bearing  Fruit  to  feed  the  Hungry, 
and  Medicine  to  heal  the  Sick.  The  Cha¬ 
racter,  I  blefs  God,  fuits  fo  many  before 
whom  I  appear,  that  there  is  no  Room  for 
Envy  or  Flattery  to  make  a  particular  Ap¬ 
plication ;  And  look  how  high  the  Heavens 
are  in  Comparifon  of  the  Earth,  to  great  is 
that  Man’s  Comfort  of  Life  in  Comparifon 
of  the  falfe  Pleafures  arifing  from  Avarice, 
Singularity,  and  Peevifhnefs,  which  need  no 
Invedtives  to  render  them  odious.  When¬ 
ever  they  appear,  they  create  an  Abhorrence 
and  Deteftation  in  us :  And  the  Source  from 
whence  they  flow  is  defervedly  branded  with 

the  Name  of  Ill-Nature ,  as  contradicting;  the 

*  © 

common  Inclinations  and  Notions  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  as  debafing,  and  in  fome  Meafure 
diverting  us  of  our  Nature;  and  making  us 
a  Kind  of  Beafts,  if  not  Monfters,  among 
Men. 

And  it  muft  be  confefs’d  a  convincing 
Argument  for  an  over-ruling  Providence, 
that  fince  the  Order  and  Government  of  the 
World  require  that  there  be  Men  under 
different  Circumftances,  Capacities  and  De¬ 
grees:  And  therefore  in  Scripture  it  is  faid, 
xhe  Lord  maketh  poor  and,  maketh  rich,  he 
bringeth  low  and  lifteth  up  *  ;  and  fome  mult 
be  dirtrefs’d  to  make  others  great ;  that  fuch 

a  Com- 


*  t  Sam,  ii  7, 


[  9  ] 

a  Commiferation  and  Charity  is  fo  deeply 
implanted  in  our  Nature,  that  we  cannot  fee 
any  in  Afflidion  and  Mifery,  and  not  endea¬ 
vour  their  Relief,  without  doing  Violence  to 
ourfelves,  and  that  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that, 
perhaps,  the  Anguifh  of  the  Afflided  is  not: 
greater  than  the  Remorfe  which  is  fometimes 
felt  by  thofe  that  flop  their  Ears  at  their 
Cry.  This,  I  fay,  is  a  moft  gracious  Pro- 
vifion  of  him  that  conflicted  the  prefent 
r  afhion  of  Things,  that  the  Aged  and  the 
Helplefs,  the  Elind  and  the  Lame,  fhould 
thus,  as  it  were,  extort  Relief  from  us,  left 
they  fhould  feem  to  have  been  forgotten  bv 
their  Creator.  Since  then  Nature  has  made 
our  Neighbour's  Afflidion  our  Pain,  as  much 
as^  it  difpofes  us  to  rejoice  with  thofe  that 
rejoice,  and  has  linked  us  together  with  fuch 
indiffoluble  Bands  of  mutual  Sympathy,  how 
are  we  bound  to  adore  the  Overflowings  of 
infinite  Love  for  fuch  a  gracious  Condefcen- 
Aon  to  the  Weaknefs  of  Human  Nature,  as 
to  make  that  our  Duty  which  is  our  Pleafure, 
and  to  annex  Promifes  of  future  Happinefs 
to  inch  Actions,  the  Performance  whereof 
is  their  prefent  Reward;  and  is  an  Anticipation 
of  the  Recompence  which  fhall  be  made  at 
the  Refurred  ion  of  the  Juft!  That'  we 
have  it  in  our  Power  to  fhew  Mercy  to  others 
is  itfelf  an  Ad  of  Mercy  to  us.  .  It  is  the 
gracious  Gift  ot  God  only,  in  this  unequal 
Diftribution  of  Things,  that  it  is  our  Lot  to 

be 
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be  the  Difpenfers,  not  the  Receivers,  of 
Charity,  for  which  we  can  never  be  enough 
thankful,  it  being  in  every  Senfe  more  blefled 
to  give  than  to  receive.  There  is  a  Concern 
and  Shame  that  accompanies  the  Acceptance 
of  Favours,  and  the  obliged  Perfon  leems  to 
return  fome  Part  of  his  Freedom  in  Exchange 
for  them.  Gratitude  is,  no  doubt,  a  Tax 
upon  the  Will ;  and  fuch  a  one  too  as  evil 
Difpofitions  cannot  eafily  bear,  which  fome 
have  thought  the  Reafon  why  thofe  that  have 
been  moft  obliged  have  often  proved  the 
bittereft  Enemies.  But  the  Pleafure  of  doing 
a  Kindnefs  is  pure  and  unmixt,  when  Light 
is  given  to  him  that  is  in  Mifery ,  and  Lije 
unto  the  Bitter  in  Soul,  Job  iii.  20.  to  fuch 
as  pine  away,  flricken  thro  jor  want  of  the 
Fruits  of  the  Field ,  Lam.  iv.  9.  There  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  Countenance  a  Joy  not  to  be 
counterfeited,  a  *  Melody  is  made  in  the  Heart 
to  the  Lord  3  ’tis  Alacrity  delicious,  as  the 
Streams  of  a  living  -f  Fountain  fpringing  up 
into  the  Soul 3  a  Joy  to  be  felt,  not  to  be 
deicrib’d:  Andasit  has  appear’d  that  the  Difpo- 
lition  is  general,  lo  fhouid  the  Exercife  of  it 
be  alfo.  ’Tis  the  Apoftle’s  Command,  as  we 
have  t  Opportunity ,  to  do  good  unto  all  Men . 
Now,  under  what  Circumftances  does  any 
Charity  bid  fo  fair  as  the  prefent  to  be  uni- 
verbal  ?  Wherein  each  Perfon  may  be  reliev’d 

at 


? 

*  v,  19,  p  John  vii.  38*  %  tOal.  vi,  10. 
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at  fo  final!  a' Part  of  that  Expence,  which 
his  Cafe  would  neceffarily  require  in  a  feparate 
and  private  Way  ;  and  where  the  Increafe 
of  Numbers  in  the  ColleBive  Body  will  dill 
more  and  more  leffen  the  Expence  of  each 
affociated Individual,  as  the  *  (landing  Charges 
of  the  Houfe  will  be  much  the  fame,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Patients  are  Forty,  Fifty,  or  Sixty. 

But  farther,  this  Charity  may  actually  cb 
good  unto  all  Men.  That  the  Study  of 
Phyfic  is  of  public  Ule,  and  every  Advance¬ 
ment  in  the  Knowledge  of  it  of  umverfal 
Service  to  Mankind,  is  what  none  in  this 
vitiated  State  of  the  World  will  deny.  Gcd^ 
createth  the  Physician,  fays  the  Son  of 
Sirach ,  hejurnijh'd  the  Earth  with  Medicines , 
and  by  their  Jkilful  Hands  doth  he  heal 
Men ,  and  taketh  away  their  Pains.-f  Now 
7tis  the  common  and  juft  Complaint  of  the 
ingenuous  Pra&itioner,  that  by  the  Objhnacy 
of  one  Patient  perjijling  in  the  Ufe  of  what 
caus'd  his  Diftemper,  the  Peeviihnefs  of  a 
Second,*"  the  Conceitednefs  of  a  Third,  thro’ 
a  falji  Pender ne fs  of  Parents,  and  the 
Negligence  or  Folly  of  hired  Nurfes,  the 
60  C  Intention 


*  N.  3.  This  particularly  refers  to  the  Expence  of  Firing, 
Apothecary,  Secretary  and  Matron’s  Salaries,  the  Vv  ages 
of  Nurfes  and  other  Servants,  together  with  the  great 
Advantages  of  buying  large  Quantities  of  Drugs  all  at  once, 
fo  that  there  is,  in  Reality ,  very  little  difference  between  the 
Expences  of  maintaining  forty  or  fixty  Patients,  fince  the 
/landing  Charges  muft  be  equally  large  for  forty  as  for  fixty, 

f  Ecclus.  xx.xv.iii.  i,  4*  7* 
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Intention  of  the  Prefcription  is  thwarted,  the 
Power  of  the  Medicines  eluded,  and  his  Skill 
fufpedted,  to  his  Sorrow  at  lead:,  if  not 
Diicredit,  and  the  Lofs  of  a  Friend  many 
ways  dear  to  him.  Now  where  can  we  hope 
to  fee  all  thefe  Complaints  obviated  fo 
effectually  as  under  the  prefent  Inftitution  ? 
The  Cafe  feems  revers’d  ;  the  Patient  is  un¬ 
der  the  Phylician’s  Direction,  his  Reft  not  to 
be  broke  in  upon,  his  Regimen  ftudied  even 
to  * **  Scrupuloufnefs,  and  obferved  with  the 
greateft  Exadtnefs ;  his  Health  every  way 
confulted,  without  facrificing  it  either  to  his 
Humour  or  his  Palate.  Here  then  is  a  free 
Scope,  and  a  fair  Trial  *j~  of  the  Validity  of  the 

Medicines 


*  See  the  Table  of  the  Patients  Diet  (as  ordered  by  the 
Pbyficians)  printed  at.  the  End  of  the  Statutes  annex’d  to 
Dr.  Gray’s  Sermon,  and  divided  into  Full,  Low ,  Milk,  Dry , 
and  Vt ege table  Diet :  All  the  Provisions  under  each  Clafs  being 
conilandy  weigh’d  or  meafur’d* 

f  “  They  are  much  miftaken  who  think  they  can  CURE 
Difeafes  happily ,  becauie  they  are  Mailers  of  the 
THEORY;  for  a  Phyfician  ought  to  have  much  higher 

**  Things  in  view,  in  order  to  clear  the  innocent  Art  from 
the  Calumnies  it  lies  under,  and  reftore  the  SICK  to  a 

Healthy  State. - The  Tick  Perfons  Excrements  and  Urinef 

**  his  7'ongue  and  his  Eyes,  his  Pulfe  and  his  Face,  the 
**  Afteftions  of  his  Mind,  his  former  Way  of  Living,  and  the 
sC  Errors  he  has  been  guilty  of  in  the  way  of  Conduct,  and 
luch  other  Circumltances,  ought  to  diligently  confider’dt, 
u  In  order  to  trace  the  genuine  and  natural  DIAGNOS- 
“  TICKS  and  PROGNOSTICKS  of  Difeafes,  and 

the  INDICATIONS  of  Cure. - This  End  will  be 

moft  effectually  compafs’d,  if  (after  a  proper  Knowledge  of 
Natural  Phiiofophy,  Anatomy,  Pharmacy,  &c.)  the 
“  Phyfician  frequently  vifits  the  PU.BLICK  HOSPITALS 
and  beds  of  the  SICK  :  II  with  an  unwearied  Patience, 
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Medicines  faithfully  prepar’d  and  wifely  and 

judicioufly  difpenc’d.  What  may  we  not 

expert  from  fo  wife  a  Provifion,  which 

Phyficians  defpair’d  of  finding  to  exifl  any 
where  but  in  Theory  ?  May  we  not  hope 
that  the  World  may  be  oblig’d  to  Northampton 
for  other  ufeful  Difcoveries,  befide  that  great 
one  of  a  late  eminent  Praditioner  of  that 
Place,  a  ftrenuous  Advocate  for  County 
Infirmaries,  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Peruvian 
Bark  *  in  the  Cafe  of  Mortifications ;  which 

C  2  is 

“  and  anxious  Enquiry,  he  obferves  what  Good  or  111  happens 
“  in  the  federal  Periods  of  the  Difeafe,  how  the  Symptoms 
“  make  their  Progrefs,  and  what  Event  follows  the  Admini- 
“  flration  of  fuch  and  fuch  Remedies ;  whether  the  prefent 
Difeafe  is  turn'd  into  one  of  another  Form  ;  what 
Si  Benignity,  Malignity,  Vehemence,  fyc.  appears  in  the 
“  Difeafe,  and  in  its  Symptoms,  thro’ all  their  Stages  j  what 
4<  METHOD  of  CURE  is  found  to  be  jlanding  and  perpetual 
“  for  each  Diftemper  :  I  fay,  ’twill  be  of  Infinite  Ufe  to 
make  fuch  Obfervations.” 

Seethe  celebratedRdXgw'i  s  Pratticc  of  Phyfick  ( Eng .  Edit* 
%<vo.)  Page  28,  29. 

*  See  a  Pamphlet,  publifh’d  in  1731,  (and  fold  by  Mr. 
Dicey ,  Price  Three-pence)  by  Mr.  John  Rufiivorth,  a  late 
eminent  Surgeon  at  Northampton  ;  wherein  he  demonllrates 
t04the  Surgeons  Company  the  Ufe  of  the  Bark  in  Mortifications, 
which  he  difeovered,  fir [l  of  all ,  in  the  Year  1715,  and 
which  has  fince  been  frequently  given  with  furprizing  Suc- 
cefs  in  the  like  Cafes  j  tno’  ’tis  not  infallible.  Befides,  it 
requires  great  Caution  and  judgment,  as  I  am  inform’d,  in 
what  Conftitutions  to  give  it the  Circumltances  attending 
Mortifications  being  very  different,  and  confequently  the 
Bark  muft  fornetimes  be  abfolutely  improper ;  and  perhaps  is 
too  often  adminifter’d  injudicioufly,  to  the  irretrievable 
Detriment  of  the  Patient. 

In  the  POSTSCRIPT  to  this  Pamphlet  he  addreffes 
himfelf  to  the  Surgeons  Company  in  London  as  follows  :  By 
which  it  will  appear  that  the  Brit  Defign  of  eftablifhing  an 


/ 
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is  received,  we  are  told,  into  Practice  among i c 

all  civiliz’d  Nations  upon  Earth. 

Before  I  take  my  Leave  of  this  fdead3 

permit  me,  as  one  whole  Duty  it  is  *  to  cxhot  t 
r  v  even 


Jp  firm  ary  in  the  COUNTRY  (for  there  was  then  no 
Foundation  of  that  Sort  out  of  London  and  Wefimmfier)  was 
propos’d  to  the  Publick  by  this  Gentleman  in  the  Year  1731. 

It  is  tome  a  very  melancholy  Confideration,  that  in  a  Patton 
fo  happy  in  its  Laws  and  Government ,  there  Jhould  he  fo  hi  tie 
Car  it  taken  to  prevent  the  great  Misfortunes  that  are  very  often 
brought  upon  the  miferable  Subjefts ,  by  fujfering  thofe  to  practice 
Surgery  ( the  ancientef  and  certainef  P art  of  Phyfick)  'With 
Impunity,  that  are  fo  very  ill  qualified  for  it..  I  hough  I  hope, 
as  far  as  your  Power  extends ,  this  Mifchief  is  in  a  great 
Meafure prevented.  But,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Country  People, 
fo  numerous  and  necejjary  a  Part  of  our  Fellow  Subjects,  it  is 

certainly  the  Duty  of  all  thofe  that  are  fenfible  of  it,  to  vfs 

their  befi  Endeavours  to  get  it  put  upon  a  belter  Regulation . 

Jnd  if  you  can  propofe  a  Method  to  do  it,  if  your  Charier 
gave  you  Power fufficient ,  you  can  never  have  a  more  favourable 
’Opportunity  to  obtain  the  Enlargement  of  it  for  fo  good  a  JJje  * 
his  prefent  Majefiy  having  always  Jhewn  a  humane  C1  ender -- 

r*efs  and  Gompajfion  for  all  his  Subjects. 

Jnd  if  any  new  Law  Jhould  be  wanting  to  compleat  fo  necej- 
fary  a  Work ,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  a  Parliament  that 
has  ntade  fo  great  Improvements  in  the  Law,  for  the  Prefer^ 
vation  of  the  E plates  and  Rights  of  the  Subjects,  will  aljo,  if 
it  be  properly  laid  before  them,  take  the  fame  Care  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Lives,  Limbs ,  &c.  of  the  People,  in 
which  a  particular  Provifeon  may  be  made  for  the  Advantage 
of  the  Poor  of  the  Parifhes,  by  eretling  an  Infirmary  in  the 
Center  of  every  County,  to  receive Juch  Poor  as  have  Occafion 
for  the  Affiance  of  a  good  Surgeon  5  and  for  want  of  it,  in 
fame  Cafes ,  become  Cripples,  and  in  others ,  lie  long  ma  languid 
'  and  miferable  Condition,  to  the  great  Expence  of  the  Parifhes. 

This  worthy  Gentleman  generonfly  offer  d  the  bum  oi 
Fifty  Guineas  towards  the  Execution  of  fuch  his  Defign ,  but 
as  he  h^ver  made  any  Attempt  to  raife  a  Subscription  by 
perfonal  Solliciation,  this  liberal  and  truly-charitable  Vttej 
.was  not  then  fufficiently  enquir’d  into. 

*  2  Tim.  iv.  z. 
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even  out  of  Seafon ,  to  remind  you,  that  as 
we  are  founded  on  Charity,  fo  every  Step  we 
take  fhould  be  diredted  by  it.  Whoever 
reflects  from  how  finall,  how  unlikely  a  Begin¬ 
ning  this  now  fiourifhing  Infirmary  took  its 
Rife,  muft  be  convinc’d  that  if  the  Defign 
had  not  been  from  God,  it  could  not  have 
flood,  it  muft  have  been  overthrown  5  for 
every  Plant  which  he  hath  not  planted ,  /! tali 
he  rooted  up ,  Matth.  xv.  13.  But  a  moll 
furprizing  Concurrence  of  Perfons  of  all 
Ranks,  Denominations,  and  Profeflions, 
rais’d  from  a  narrow  Principle  of  Selfifhnefs, 
and  enlarg’d  to  a  more  extenfive  Plan  offocial 
Affedtions,  diverting  themfelves  of  all  Pre¬ 
judices,  and  defpifing  unmeaning  Party 
Terms,  which  often  ferve  to  keep  up  a 
Diftindtion  where  there  is  no  Difference : 
What,  I  fay,  but  a  fteady  Unanimity  could 
have  nurs’d  up  fo  weak,fo  fickly  an  Infant  as  this, 
when  firftthe  Objedtof  your  Care,  to  its  prefen  t 
Degree  of  Strength,  to  fuch  a  promifing  State 
of  Health  and  Profperity  ?  You  are  now 
happily  in  Poffefiion  of  the  World’s  Efteem : 
No  Man  deferves  to  be  convinc’d,  who  is  not 
fatisfy’d  from  Accounts  *  clearly  ftated,  and 
fo  often  infpedted,  of  the  Care  in  the  Choice 
of  the  Patients,  in  the  frugal  Management 
’  "  oi 


*  See  the  Printed  State  of  the  Infirmary  for  the  Years 
1744,  1745,  and  1746;  which  are  to  be  had  gratis  at  the 
Infirmary,  or  of  Mr.  Dicey' s  Newfmem 

*  •  .  '  i  1 
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of  the  whole  Income,  and  the  generous 
Expences  when  the  Cafe  requires  it :  The 
Diligence  of  the  Attendants,  the  Humanity 
and  Ability  of  the  Fhyficians  and  Surgeons, 
with  the  Readinefs  of  the  Clergy,  leave 
nothing  to  be  faid  but  to  their  Praife.  So 
that  this  Heritage  that  cometh  of  the  Lord  is 
*  like  the  Arrows  in  the  Hands  of  the  Giant , 
which  neither  can  be  wrefted  from  him  nor 
broken.  It  can  only  be  deftroy'd  by 
thofe  oppolite  jarring  Principles  of  Caprice, 
,  Humour,  Paffion,  and  Faction j  againft  all 
Appearance  of  fuch  (even  in  their  mi  nut  eft 
and  earlieft  Caufes)  I  beseech  you  to  guard 
with  all  Watchfulnefs  and  even  jealoufy : 
This  is  literally  to  have  Charity  among  your - 
(elves*,  and  not  to  be  fo  fecure  as  to  forget 
that  Difcordid  magna  dilahuntur, 

II*  I  come  now  to  confider,  in  the  fecond; 
Place,  the  Motive  to  this  Virtue^  that  it 
jhall  cover  the  Multitude  of  Sins . 

For  tho*  Charity  is  above  all  Things  advan¬ 
tageous  to  Man  in  his  per  ion  al  or  focial  Ca¬ 
pacity,  yet  all  this  is  in  Subordination  to  that 
great  End,  our  Eternal  tjappinefs.  Nothing 
lefs  can  fatisfy  Man’s  Delires,  whofe  Hopes 
are  full  of  Immortality  f  The  Church  of 
Rome3  therefore,  from  thefe  Words  feafon- 

ab!y 


f  Pfalm  c xxvii.  3,4,  f  Jfi/d.  iii.  4, 
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ably  urg’d  home  upon  weak  or  guilty  Minds ' 
have  made  them  turn  to  no  fmall  Account : 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wonder’d  at,  ftnce  if  fpecious 
Arguments  and  fair  Promifes  can.  do  the 
Work,  by  the  Help  of  afew.Maflesdevoutly 
mutter’d  over,  the  *  great  Gulph  {hall  imme¬ 
diately  be  made  paflable,  the  departed  Spirit 
releas’d  from  Purgatory,  and  the  rich  Man, 
that  comes  up  to  the  Price  of  the  Church, 
fhall,  let  the  Scriptures  tell  the  Story  how 
they  pleafe,  reft  in  *j*  Abraham's  Bofom :  And 
the  Perfon  finking  in  the  Article  of  Death, 
and  catching  at  every  Reed,  was  very  willing 
to  believe  that  the  Works  of  Supererogation 
in  the  Pofteflion  of  the  Church  were  a  Stock 
of  Merit  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  thefe  De¬ 
mands.  By  thefe  Artifices  even  the  Poor 
were  robb’d,  and  the  Needy  defrauded; 
whilft  the  rich  Streams  of  Charity,  that 
ihould  have  refrefli’d  the  Thirfty,  and  im¬ 
prov’d  the  barren  Lands,  were  wafted  on 
Soils  before  too  rank,  or  diverted  to  ftagnate 
in  unwholfome  Lakes.  We  difown  all  fuch 
lucrative  Arts,  and  leave  all  pious  Frauds  to 
be  practis’d  by  Demetrius  and  his  Craftlmen, 
Acts  xix.  24.  We  plead  no  Merit,  but  that 
of  our  Redeemer ;  and  owe  all  our  Hopes 
of  Reward  to  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  thro’ 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift ;  who,  as  his’  whole 
Life  was  one  continued  A£t  of  {hewing 

Mercy 


Luke  xvi.  26 0  -f’  Luke  xvi.  23. 
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Mercy  to  the  Poor  and  Sick,  bequeathed 
them  as  a  *  Legacy  to  us,  (in  the  fame  manner 
as  he  did  his  own  Mother,  the  Virgin  Mary , 
to  the  beloved  Difciple  St.  John  f  5J  with  an 
Aflurance,  that  whatfoever  we  fhould  do  J or 
the  leatl  oj  them ,  at  the  Day  of  final  Accounts 
he  fhould  reckon  as  done  to  bimjelj.  +  In 
Obedience  to  wbofe  Commands,  we  think 
ourfelves  oblig’d  to  do  all  the  Good  in  our 
Power  to  others,  by  the  Means  beftow  d 
upon  us.  And  it  was,  no  doubt,  for  the 
Benefit  of  others  that  God  has  given  to  many 
feveral  Talents,  feveral  Bleffings,  which  they 
themfelves  are  not  capable  of  enjoying ;  and 
the  great  Advantage  of  the  Truft  is  the 
Power  of  making  a  right  Ufe  of  it  How 
comfortable  muft  it  be  on  a  fick  Bed  to  be 


*  The  Conduit  of  our  Bleffed  Lord  herein  may  naturally 
remind  the  Learned  Reader  of  that  remarkable  W  1  L  L, 
Xh  Lucian  tells  us  was  made  by  Eudamtde,  the  Cmntbian, 
who  haXg  two  rich  Friends,  in  whom  he  had  great  Confi¬ 
ne (Aretceus  the  Corinthian,  and  Charixenus  the  fyomjn) 
teftify’d  his  Regard  to  them  by  bequeathing  to  the  fo.me 
aged  Mother  to  be  maintain'd ;  and  to  the  other  his  Daug  > 
tifpn  marriageable,  to  be  provided  vjith  a  Fortune  :  And 
ridiculous  foever  fitch  Legacies  _  might  appear  to  thofe,  who 
knew  not  the  Nature  of  true  Friendthip,  the  generous  ^eta 
accented  them  with  Pleafure  :  And  Charixenus  eying  wi 
a  few  Days,  Antov  put  in  his  Claim  for  both  -  and  acco^ 
inglv  maintain'd  the  Mother  as  long  as  Ihe  liv  d,  beluu  g; 
to  herewith  a  filial  Obedience  ;  and  gave  the  Daughter  a ; 
liberal  Portion,  equal  to  that  of  his  own  Daughter,  marry  mg. 

(Toxaris,  feu  de  Amici,! fi) 

Opera  Gr.  &  Lat.  Pel.  p  622. 

f  John  xix.  27.  t  Matth.  xxv.  40. 
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able,  with  King  Hezekiah ,  to  make  fuch  a 
noble  Appeal  to  the  great  Searcher  of  all 
Hearts ;  Remember  now ,  O  L.ord^  I  bc/eech  theey 
how  1  have  walked  before  thee  in  T ruthy  and 
with  a  perfeft  Heart ,  and  done  that  which  is 
good  in  thy  Sight  !  §  He  only  that  can  look 
back  with  Satisfaction,  can  look  forward  with 
Joy.  Bleffed  is  he  that  confdereth  the  Poor 
and  Needy ,  the  Lord  [hall  deliver  him  in  the 
Lime  of  Trouble.  *  Whilft  the  Hope  of  the 
Wicked  in  Diftrefs  (hall  be  as  the  giving  up 
of  the  Ghojl. 

If  it  is  our  Fate  to  be  fnatch’d  away 
fuddenly  as  with  a  Whirlwind,  and  to  be 
overwhelm’d  before  we  have  Time  to  cry 
out,  Help  me  y  Lord ,  or  1 fink ,  f  our  Alms 
fhall  come  up  for  us  for  a  Memorial  be  for  e 
God ,  f  and,  if  they  proceed  from  a  right 
Principle,  (hall  prove  the  Sincerity  of  our 
Faith ,  and  plead  for  us,  that  we  may  obtain 
Mercy  before  the  Judgment  Seat  of  Chrift,  If 
we  are  to  be  indulg’d  in  flow  fenfible  Decay, 
when  the  Pleafures  both  of  the  Eye  and  the 
Ear  begin  to  fail,  when  thofe  that  look  out 
of  the  Windows  fhall  be  darken'd,  ||  as  Solomon 
expreffes  it,  and  all  the  Daughters  of  Mufick 
fhall  be  brought  low  :  When  we  fhall  wifh 
that  every  Day  of  finful  Pleafbre  were  not 
to  be  join'd  unto  the  Days  of  the  Tear ,  but 
that  Darknefs  and  the  Shadow  of  Death  would 

D  fain 

§  Ifai.  xxxviii,  3,  *  Vfalm  xli.  1.  *iT  Job.  xi.  20, 

f  Matth.  xiv,  30.  %  dthx.  4,  |j  Ecclef.  xii  3,4, 
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ft  am  it ,  and  a  Cloud  would  dwell  upon  it-:  f 

What  a  Treafure  of  Comfort  fhall  we  find 
in  the  good  Works  of  this  Day,,  and  rejoice 
in  it  ?  With  what  holy  Raptures  fhall  we 
blefs  God  for  giving  us  this  Opportunity,,  and 
the  Grace  to  embrace  it,  of  returning  Part  of 
the  Talents  committed  to  our  Care,  improv’d 
and  fandtified  by  the  Hands  of  the  Poor  ? 
By  the  Poor,  did  I  fay  ?  Yea,  by  fuch,  to 
whom  the  poor  Man’s  Cottage  with  its 
naked  Walls  and  fqualid  Floors,  with  its 
Roof  open  to  the  Rain,,  and  its  Window  to 
the  Wind,,  wou’d  feem  an  Apartment  of 
Eafe  and  Luxury,  were  their  Miferies  only 
Negative,  were  they  only  labouring  under 
die  Want  of  the  good  Things  of  Life  :  And, 
worie  than  that  we  will  not  fuppofe  among 
Chriftians.  But,  alas  l  What  is  this  to 
ulcerated  Flefh,,  fradlubd  Limbs,  Wounds 
undrefs’d,  and  Agonizing  Fits  of  the  Stone  ? 
i\nd  to  prelent  you  with  a  more  com  pleat 
Objed:  of  your  Pity,  imagine  him  the  in- 
dufirious  Father  of  a  numerous  Family, 
dependent  on  his  Labour^  and  whofe  Wants 
despairing  to  relieve,  as  much  as  to  be  reliev'd, 
above  all  his  Sufferings,  he  felt  in  Bitternefs 
of  Souk — - "Think  this  of  the  Patient  whofe 
Groans  and  Shrieks  under  Operations,  tho5 
perform’d  with  all  Tendernefs,  you  could 
not  bear  to  hear  defer  Wd.  And  hundreds  of 
fae.h,  finee  thefe  Charitable  Jnftitutions 

were 


f  Job  iil.  5. 
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were  begun,  have  been  fcnt  home  perfetfly 
recover’d,  to  glorify  God  :  With  what  Tears 
of  Joy  muff  they  have  been  receiv’d,  mix'd 
with  Prayers  for  their  pious  Benefadtors  > 
bhall  we  be  indifferent  as  to  fuch  Obiedfs 
as  thefe  ?  Or  lhalJ  we  .turn  our  Ear  from 
him  that  crieth,  with  Holy  Job,  *  Have  pity 
upon  me  0  my  Friends ,  jor  the  Hand  of  God 
has  touched  me ?  Is  it  a  finall  Thin®  ]n 
our  Eye  to  have  §  the  Blejfing  of  them  °that 
-were  ready  to  perijh,  come  upon  us?  And 
can  we  latisfy  ourfelves  with  fome  trite 
•  trivial,  falfe  Pretences,  for  fhifting  off  our 
leafonable  Contributions  ?  May  not  fuch 
fahe  Suggeftions  come  from  the  Father  of 
Lyes  ?  Are  the  Exigencies  of  the  Gover- 
ment  a  heavy  Burthen  ?  Then  let  them  be 
a  Tax  upon  our  Vices  and  Vanities,  not  our 
Charity.  Do  we  mourn  under  theLofs  of 
our  Cattle  by  a  raging  Contagion  ?  As  our 


J  :  rxe,  our 

bins  call'd  down  this  Vengeance  let  the 

jOLk  A  *  A j  1  i  f  /V  •  ^  ^ 


Chanty  that  cover eth  Sins,  yea,  the  Multitude 
of  them,  [land  in  the  Breach ,  to  turn  away 
the  Wrath  of  the  Lord,  f  He  that  giveth  to 
the  Poor ,  frail  not  lack  ;f  he  frail  not  be  afraid 
in  the  evil  Time  and  in  the  Days  of  Dearth 
■he J hall  be  fatisfy'd.  + 


And,  now  to  conclude.— — May  many  of 
tnefe  Anniverfary  Days  be  found  in  the 
Number  of  your  Years;  and  every  Year 

D  2  J  hill 


^  *  Job  xix.  2,.'  J  Job  xx!x.  ,j.  +  Pfalm  cvi. 

!  ®  xxmul  27.  J  Pfalm  xxxvii,  ig. 
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Ml  find  you  more  willing  and  more  able 
to  iupport  and  advance  this  excellent  V,  oric. 
And  when  you  {hall  be  call’d  to  receive  the 
Reward  prepared  only  for  the  Good  and 
Faithful  Servant ,  *  may  your  Poftenty 
by  the  Bleffings  of  God  on  what  you  give, 
and  on  what  you  leave,  far  from  being 
reduc’d  either  in  Health  or  Fortune  to 
want  the  Bounties  you  beftow,  have  Abnit'j 
and  Generojity  in  their  remoteft  Ages  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  increafe  them.  ^  May  your 
Alms,  prefented  by  our  compafiionate  Saviour 
before  the  Throne  of  God  rife  up  in 
Memorial,  like  grateful  flncenfe:  And 
may  they,  when  you  fhall  have  no  Part  m 
any  Thing  that  is  done  under  the  Sun,  thro 
the  Mediation  of  our  blefjed  J  Surety,  nd 
you  with  unfpeakable  Joy  in  his  Celeltial 

Prefence. 


*  Mattb.  XXV.  21,  23.  %  Heh.V ii.  22-  ^ 

4-  See  that  Beautiful  and  E<vengelical  PaiTage  ol  Milton  s 
faradife  Lofl ,  (remark’d  by  Mr  Addifin,  in  the  SpeBator* 
Numb.  363.  Vol.  v.}  Book  XL  from  Line  22  to  Line  45, 
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